Pharmacokinetics of famotidine in patients with cirrhosis and ascites.
The pharmacokinetics of famotidine has been investigated in ascitic cirrhotic patients. 10 decompensated cirrhotic patients were studied (9m, 1f), who had normal renal function, and six healthy control subjects (4m, 2f), matched for age, sex and weight. Each subject received on two occasions, at least four days apart, a single oral (40 mg) or intravenous dose (20 mg) of famotidine, at 21.00 h in a randomised manner. Serial blood samples were collected and famotidine in plasma was determined by a HPLC/UV method. Plasma data were subjected to non compartmental pharmacokinetic analysis. There were no statistically significant differences in pharmacokinetic parameters between the two groups after either the intravenous or oral administration of famotidine. The findings suggest that the dose of famotidine may not require any adjustment in ascitic patients without renal failure.